APPENDIX A

PART ONE
PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 1997

The origina scoping for the Wister Lake proposed pool level raise occurred during 1997. This section
summarized the scoping procedures and comments, issues and concerns raised during the 1997 meetings.

1.0 INTRODUCTION

Scoping is an important aspect of the environmental analysis process. This document presents an analysis
of the comments, issues, and concerns raised during the public scoping period for the Wister Lake
proposed rise in the pool level. This report:

describes the scoping meeting format,
summarizes comments received during the officia scoping period, and
identifies the major issues and concerns derived from scoping meetings, comment sheets, and |l etters.

Scoping not only informs the public about the proposed action and alternatives but also identifies the issues
and concerns that are of particular interest to the affected populace. Thisinformation is then used to
assist resource specidists in data collection and analysis for the draft Supplemental Final Environmental
Statement (Draft SFES) development process. This summary report is based on all written and verbal
comments received from March 17, 1997 through October 15, 1997—the official scoping period for the
Wister Lake Pool Level Changes proposa. One scoping meeting was held in the adjacent community,
Poteau, Oklahoma

2.0 SCOPING PROCESS

The scoping phase of the environmental analysis process provides opportunities for government agencies,
interest groups, and the general public to learn about the proposed action and dternatives. The scoping
process helps the Corps of Engineers identify alternative approaches for meeting the proposal’s need and
provides an avenue for public input into the resource analysis performed in the draft SFES.

Officid notification of the scoping period began with the publication of the Notice of Intent (NOI) on
March 17, 1997 in the Federal Register (Attachment A). A news release (Attachment A) announcing
the public information workshop for the Supplementa FES was sent September 23, 1997, to local
newspapers in Poteau, OK and Ft. Smith, AR. Twenty Intergovernmental and Interagency Coordination
of Environmenta Planning (11CEP) letters were sent outlining the USACE proposa and announcing
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Supplement to the Final Environmental Statement for Wister Lake

scoping workshop (Attachment A: Sample letter and Mailing list). Recipients of the I|CEP
correspondence included: federd, state, and local agencies; local, eected officials, and interested citizens
and groups. Informal contact with state and federa resource agencies aso was conducted, informing
them of the proposed risein the pool level and the date and time of the workshop.

An advertisement (Attachment A) was placed in the Poteau Daily News (Poteau, OK) and Southwest
Times Record (Ft. Smith, AR/Poteau, OK region). The ad announced the workshop and ran three times
during the week prior to the scoping workshop (Poteau Daily News: September 23, 27, and 30
Southwest Times Record: September 23, 27, and 28). The advertisement briefly described the proposal
aswell as provided the time, date, and location of the public information workshop.

3.0 PUBLICINFORMATION WORKSHOP FORMAT

The public information workshop used an open house format and was held on September 30, 1997, at the
Carl Albert State College in Poteau, OK, from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Attendees were welcomed at the
entrance by USACE representatives. Attendees signed-in and were told that they would be placed on the
mailing list to receive a copy of the draft Supplementa FES. They were then directed to the display area.

Four displays (associated with the information sheets) were set up with USACE personnel “manning”
them. Thiswas done in an effort to inform the public about the proposal. One display provided an
overview of Wigter Lake, the history of pool levels at the lake, the purpose and need for the proposed
action, aternatives considered, and the purpose of the workshop. Another display provided information on
the Nationa Environmenta Policy Act Process. A third display discussed the affected environment. The
fourth display related to public involvement. As mentioned previoudly, four information sheets. Project
Overview, Affected Environment, National Environmental Policy Act Process, and Environmental Impact
Process, (Attachment A) were available to the public.

The informal setting allowed attendees to go from table to table, spending as much time as they needed to
ask questions, receive answers, and communicate their concerns. Comment sheets (Attachment A) were
provided for attendees to officialy present their concerns.

40 COMMENT AND ISSUE SUMMARY

Of the 21 people attending the workshop, 3 filled out the comment form at the meeting and one sent a
comment viathe post, following the meeting. The following summarizes the four comments.

1. Infavor of raising the water level because there is a need for water in adry summer. However, the
drawback is water over the spillway. It prohibits use of the access road and sometimes thisis
dangerous if meeting larger traffic . Not being able to use the access road means that a 4-mile trip
turnsinto 23 miles. Can a bridge be built to dleviate this problem?
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2. This commentor objects to raising the level because there could be a possibility of flooding the “food”
and wild areas. Thiswould reduce production of forage in the summer and consequently harm wildlife
and waterfowl in the winter.

3. A quedtion: What initiated the action that resulted in the legidation to raise the level?
4. This person appreciates the good work being done by the Lake employees.

In response to the NOI and |1 CEP notification, two letters were received: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS) and the Oklahoma Archeological Society (Attachment A). The USFWS would like the
following issues addressed:

1. Mitigation for adverse terrestria wildlife habitat impacts caused by the 1974 and 1983 risesin Wister
pool levels.

2. Implementation of alake level management plan to benefit both terrestrial and aguatic habitat values
on the Wister Wildlife Management Area.

The Oklahoma Archeological Society noted three concerns:

1. There are anumber of declared, National Register-dligible sites at the lake that will be adversely
affected from erosion by lake-level increases.

2. There are anumber of sites within the increased pool level that have not been evaluated for eigibility.
If they are determined eligible for the National Register, then these too would suffer adverse impacts
dueto raising the pool level at the lake.

3. Theactual shoreline affected by the increase has not been comprehensively surveyed for
archaeological resources. Thus, unrecorded sites could be disturbed by this flood pool change.

5.0 CONCLUSION

The scoping process for the rise in pool level at Wister Lake environmental statement was conducted from
March 17 to October 15, 1997. Twenty-one people attended the workshop; notification in local
newspapers was given to the communities potentially affected by the proposal; and adeguate time was
given for people to respond to the proposal. There were written comments received from both the public
and agencies and their concerns are addressed in the draft FSES. These issues included cultural
resources, natural resources (wildlife, vegetation), and transportation.
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PART TWO
IICEP CONSULTATION 2001

1.0 INTRODUCTION

At the commencement of the preparation of the Supplemental FES, the USACE Tulsare-initiated and
Intergovernmental and Interagency Coordination for Environmental Planning (11CEP) with the distribution
of letters and request for updated or new comments and concerns. Attachment B contains a sample |etter
and the list of agencies contacted. Approximatly 50 |etters were sent out and eight responses were
received. All IICEP responses are included in Attachment B. Attachment B also contains the distribution
list for the draft Supplement FES, which will be sent out in June 2002.

2.0 RESPONSES

Responses were received from the Chickasaw Nation, the Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS), the USFWS, the Poteau Valey Improvement Authority (PVIA), Oklahoma State Representative
Kenneth Corn, and Oklahoma State Senator Larry Dickerson. The PVIA, Representative Corn, and
Senator Dickerson favored the pool at 478.0 feet in order to meet future water supplies for the area. The
NRCS was concerned about the environmental effects to wetlands and to fish and wildlife habit from
lowering the pool to 471.6 feet. The USFWS identified two federaly listed species with the potential to
occur at Wister Lake, the American burying beetle and the bald eagle. The Chickasaw Nation did not
know of any culturally sensitive or sacred sitesin the area. These comments and others derived from
scoping were used in preparing this Supplemental FES.
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Federal Register / Vol. 62, No. 51 / Monday, March 17, 1997 / Notices

3-12 Administration

A. Cooperative agreements with state
and local governments, nonprofit
organizations and Ir - economic
enterprises will be *a the
cognizant Defense Co..

~egment
Command for administrav..
Cooperative agreements wiN
educational institutions will be as-. !

to the Office of Naval Research for
administration.

B. The organization having
cognizance for post award
administration will periodically review
the recipient’s performance under the
cooperative agreement to include:

1. Management control systems;

2. Financial management systems;

3. Progress being made by the
recipient in meeting its program

uirements; and

. Compliance with certifications,
representations and other performance
factors.

The cognizant Deputy for Small
Business will be the focal point for the
Administrative Contracting Officer for
small business issues and for all
recipient publication and training
requests.

. For recipients covered by OMB
Circular No. A-102, Grants and
Cooperative Agreements with State and
Local Governments, or OMB Circular
No. A-110, Grants and Agreements with
Institutions of Higher Education,
Hospitals and other Non-profit
Organizations, the administrative
requirements specified in those
circulars will apply.

D. Each state ang local entity that
receives Federal funding is required to
have audits performed in accordance
with the requirements of OMB Circular
A-128. Nonprofit organizations and
institutions of higher education are
required to have audits performed in
accordance with the requirements of
OMB Circular A-133. Indian economic
enterprises (for profit only) will have
audits performed in accordance with the
requirements of OMB Circular A-133.
Recipients shall submit one copy of any
audit report that results form any audit
performed pursuant to the requirements
of the PTA cooperative agreement to the
Office of the Assistant Inspector General
for Audit, Policy and Oversight, Office
of the Inspector General, 400 Army-
Navy Drive, Room 1076, Arlington, VA
22202-2884,

E. The following OMB Circulars will
be used to determine allowable costs in
performance of the program.

1. OMBE Circular ﬁo. —21, Principles
for Educational Institutions;

2. OMB Circular No. A-87, Cost
Principles for State and Local
Governments; and

3. OMB Circular No. A-122, Cost

Principles for Nonprofit Organizations.

This circular will also be used by for-
profit organizations.

[FR Doc. 97-6570 Filed 3-14-97; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 5000-03-M

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
Corps of Engineers

Intent To Prepare a Draft Supplement
to the Final Environmental Statement
(DSFES) for the Operation and
Maintenance Program Wister Lake,
Poteau River, OK

AGENCY: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
Department of Defense.
ACTION: Notice of intent.

SUMMARY: The purpose of the DSFES is
to address raising the top of
conservation pool since filing of the
Final Environmental Statement on 13
October 1973.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr.
David L. Combs, Chief, Environmental
Analysis and Support Branch, Tulsa
District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
P.O. Box 61, Tulsa, Oklahoma 74121-
0061 or telephone 918-669-7660.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Wister
Lake was authorized by the Flood
Control Act of 1938 and is operated for
flood control, water supply, low flow
augmentation, water conservation, and
sedimentation. Construction was
initiated 10 April 1946 and the project
was placed in operation in October
1949.

Wister Lake is located in the northern
foothills of the Kiamichi Mountains
adjacent to the Ouachita National Forest
in LeFlore and Latimer Counties of
Oklahoma. The damsite is on the Poteau
River approximately 2 miles south of
the town of Wister, Oklahoma. As
originally authorized at conservation
pool elevation 471.6 feet National
Geodetic Vertical Datum (NGVD), the
lake contained 27,000 acre-feet of water
storage with a surface area of 4,000
acres.

In 1974, an operational plan was
implemented at Wister Lake to
seasonally raise the conservation pool
from elevation 471.6 to 478.0 feet NGVD
between June and December. This
seasonal increase in elevation continued
each year thereafter on a temporary
basis until it was made permanent in
1978. In 1983, Public Law 98-63
directed the Chief of Engineers to raise
the permanent conservation pool level
from elevation 471.6 to 474.6 feet NGVD
and to raise the conservation pool
seasonally between 1 June and 1
December to 478.0 feet NGVD. The
Water Resources Development Act of
1996 further modified the project and

permanently raised the top of
conservation pool to elevation 478.0 feet
NGVD.

Reasonable Alternatives To Be
Considered Include

a. No action

b. Continued operation of the project
with environmental compliance

Significant Issues To Be Addressed In
the (DSFES) Include

The potential impact of raising the top
of conservation pool on other project
purposes, fish and wildlife resources,
water quality, recreation, cultural
resources, Federally listed threatened
and/or endangered species, and
mitigation requirements.

List of Affected Parties

A mailing list has been developed for
various notices concerning preparation
of this supplement. This list includes
local, state, and Federal officials havin
jurisdiction, expertise, or other interests
in the action: environmental interest
groups, native American tribal
governments, and local news media.

Scoping

Comments received as a result of this
Notice of Intent will be used to assist
the Tulsa District in identifying
potential impacts to the quality of
human and natural environments.
Individuals or organizations may
participate in the scoping process by
written comment or by attending a
scoping meeting. The time and location
of the scoping meeting will be
announced in local newspapers and by
public notice sent to parties indicated in
the previous paragraph. Written
comments may be forwarded to the
above noted address. To be considered
in the DSFES, comments and
suggestions should be received no later
than 15 days following the public
scoping meeting.

Timothy L. Sanford,

Colonel, EN, Commanding.

[FR Doc. 97-6576 Filed 3-14-97; 8:45 am|]
BILLING CODE 3710-3%-M

Department of the Navy

Notice of Intent To Prepare a Draft
Environmental Impact Statement for
the Proposed Disposal and Reuse of
Naval Air Warfare Center, Aircraft
Division, Trenton, Ewing Township, NJ

SUMMARY: Pursuant to Council on
Environmental Quality regulations (40
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US Army Corps NEWS RELEASE

of Engineers e

Ine For Immediate Release
Tulsa District

To: Editor, News Directors, and Assignment Editors
Synopsis: Public Information Workshop planned for Sept. 30 on Wister Lake

Pages: 1
Date: Sept. 23, 1997 News Release No. 97-16

Public Workshop planned on Wister Lake

TULSA, Okla. -- The United States Congress has directed the Corps of Engineers
to raise the pool level of Wister Lake. Persons interested in the rise in pool level at the
lake are invited to attend a Public Information Workshop at Carl Albert Junior College on
Sept. 30. The workshop will have an open house format and will be held at the Business

Center, 1507 McKenna, Poteau, Okla.

Interested parties can come to the business center any time between 7 and 9 that
evening where they can discuss the changes at Wister Lake with Corps staff. At the
workshop, Corps personnel will solicit comments and answer questions regarding the rise

in the pool level.

For more information, contact David Combs at the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, Tulsa District. Send mail to his attention to CESWT-PL, P.O. Box 61, Tulsa,
OK 74121-0061. He can be reached by e-mail at David.L.Combs @usace.army.mil or by
phone at (918) 669-7660.

-30-

For Additional Information Phone: 918-669-7366
Public Affairs Office FAX: 918-669-7368
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Planning Division
Environmental Analysis and Support Branch

Mr. Jerry Brabander

Field Supervisor

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
222 South Houston, Suite A
Tulsa, OK 74127

Dear Mr. Brabander:

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Tulsa District, is holding
an informational workshop concerning proposed pool level changes
at Wister Lake. The workshop will be held on September 30, 1997,
at Carl Albert Junior College in Poteau, Oklahoma. The enclosed
announcement provides specific details on purpose, time, and
location of the workshop.

The workshop is part of the National Environmental Policy Act
compliance process and assists us in obtaining views of the
public. The Tulsa District also encourages other agencies and
organizations to be active partners in this evaluation. We
invite you and your staff toc attend the workshop.

If you have any questions, please contact Mr. David L. Combs,
Chief, Environmental Analysis and Support Branch at 918-669-7660.

Sincerely,

G. David Steele, P.E.
Chief, Planning Division

Enclosure

CF:

CESWT-PL-R

CESWT-PL-RE (a:\wister.rsm)

*Same letter sent to those on enclosed list.
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United States Department of the Interior WL -30

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Ecological Services
222 §S. Houston, Suite A
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74127

May 2, 1997

Mr. David L. Combs

Chief, Environmental Analysis and Support Branch
Tulsa District

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

P.O. Box 61

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74121-0061

Dear Mr. Combs:

This responds to the March 17, 1997, Federal Register Notice (62 FR 12622) on Intent to Prepare a
Draft Supplement to the Final Environmental Statement (DSFES) for the Operation and Maintenance
Program Wister Lake, Poteau River, Oklahoma. We look forward to participating in the DSFES
process, and recommend the following issues be addressed in the document:

1) Mitigation for adverse terrestrial wildlife habitat impacts caused by the 1974 and 1983 raises
in Wister pool levels. These impacts were summarized in our planning aid report on the
Wister Pool Level Investigation dated May 25, 1993.

2) Implementation of a lake level management plan to benefit both terrestrial and aquatic
habitat values on the Wister Wildlife Management Area.

We will anticipate working with your staff as they prepare the environmental compliance
documentation. If you need further information, please contact Ken Frazier at 918/581-7458, extension

234,

Sincerely,

Jerry J. Brabander
Field Supervisor

cc: Director, Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation, Oklahoma City, OK
(Attn: Natural Resources Section)
Roy Perez, Division of Habitat Conservation, Albuquerque, NM

KDF:ag:FA/WISTER.COE



Oklahoma Archeological Survey

THE UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA
June 5, 1997

Colonel Timothy Sanford

Chief Executive Officer
Department of the Army

Tulsa District, Corps of Engineers
P. O.Box 61

Tulsa, OK 74121-0061

Re: Increased normal pool level, Wister Lake, Le Flore County, Oklahoma.

Dear Colonel Sanford:

I recently received telephone calls from concerned citizens in Le Flore County regarding
increased lake levels at Lake Wister and potential impacts to archaeological sites. It is my
understanding that the normal pool level at Lake Wister has been increased (I am
uncertain as to the actual footage increase) and maintained at this higher level. As I recall
this was a proposed project of then Representative Bill Brewster to enhance recreational
opportunities at the lake. I have three concerns pertaining to the increase in the normal
pool elevation at Lake Wister.

1. There are a number of sites at Lake Wister which have been declared eligible for the
National Register and which will be adversely effected by erosion resulting from the
increased lake level.

2. A number of sites within the increased pool level have not been evaluated regarding
their National Register eligibility. If some of these are found to be eligible sites, they
would also be the recipient of adverse effects in the same fashion as for those
currently eligible.

3. The actual shoreline affected by the increase has not been comprehensively surveyed
for archaeological resources. Thus, there may be additional but unrecorded sites
which would be disturbed by this flood pool change.

111 E. Chesapeake, Norman, Oklahoma 73019-0575 PHONE: (405) 325-7211 FAX: {405) 325-7604
A UNIT OF ARTS AND SCIENCES SERVING THE PEQPLE OF OKLAHOMA

WL -

2.



Lake Wister is an extremely sensitive archaeological area, being our only Corps of
Engineers National Register District. I would greatly appreciate information on the Tulsa

District’s proposed treatment measures for these effects to Oklahoma’s archaeological
resources.

Singerely, ’7
Mmks

State Archaeologist

cc: SHPO
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~ Announcing ~
Public Information Workshop

mr\e{ﬂﬁim-ﬂh

Wister Lake
Le Flote:County, Oklahoma
Rise in* Paol Le'vel Study

mﬂplmn
The National® Envlrunmental Policy, Act
Date: Tuesday, September.30, 1997

Purpose: Provide information about reallocation plans related o Wister.Lake.
Place:  Carl Albére Junior Coliege, Business Center 1507 McKenna, Poteau, Oklzhoma
Time:  Anytime between 7 p.m. and 9 p.m. (open house forma)

Host U.SiArmy Corps of Engineers, Tulsa District

The. Corps'is evaltiating controlled rises in pool levels at Wister Lake in Le Flore
County, Oklahoma. Usess of the Wister Lake, including water supply and recreation
users;. n:quan:d Cangrcssmnal action on the lake operation., The Umtod States-
‘Congress directed the Corps to raise the level of Wister Lake. The | purposc of the
workshop is t answer questions and solicit comments regarding the rise in-the pool
level. The workshop is an open house format with no set formal pn:s:n:al:lon The.
puBlic is invited to come to the information workshop anytime berween 7 p.m. md
9 p.m. to discuss the changes-at Wister Lake with Corps staff:

| For More Information:

David Combs

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Tulsa District
ATTN: CESWT-PL

PO. Box 61

Tulsa, Ok 74121-0061

918-669-7660

e-mail: David.L.Combs@usace.army.mil

TUESDAY, SEPT. 23, 1997 TIMES RECORD 3A
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| Wister Lake
Lake Level Environmental Studies

QUESTIONS & COMMENTS

Please write down any questions or comments you may have about Wister and leave with the

completed sheet with one of the Corps representatives or mail using the postage-paid envelopes
provided at this table.

_(Feel free to use the back of this page or add additioﬁal pages.)

We are eager to answer your questions. If you wish to have a response to your question mailed
to you or be include in future mailings regarding this project, please provide the following
information: '

Name:

Address:

City: State Zip Code:

Phone: (Area Code): ( ) - 2

THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME!

-
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July 5, 2001

The Honorable Don Nickles
3310 Mid-Continent Tower
409 S. Boston

Tulsa, OK 74103-4007

Dear Senator Nickles:

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, TulsaDistrict (USACOE Tulsa) is preparing a Supplement to the
Final Environmental Statement (SFES) for the Operation and Maintenance Program, Wister Lake, Poteau
River, Oklahoma. Wister Lake was authorized by the Flood Control Act of 1938 and is operated for flood
control, water supply, low flow augmentation, water conservation, and sedimentation. The lake islocated
in the northern foothills of the Kiamichi Mountains adjacent to the Ouachita National Forest in LeFlore
and Latimer counties, Oklahoma

The SFES is being prepared in order to identify and evaluate the environmental, cultural, social, and
economic impacts of maintaining the pool level at 478.0 feet (No Action Alternative) or lowering the pool
to the original level of 471.6 feet (Action Alternative).

If you have any questions regarding this proposal, please contact Mr. David L. Combs, Chief,
Environmental Analysis and Compliance Branch, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Tulsa District, 1645 S.
101 E. Avenue, Tulsa, Ok, 74128-4629. Phone: 918-669-7660. Email: David.L.Combs@ usace.army.mil

G. David Stedle, P.E.
Chief, Planning Environmental and Regulatory Division
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2001 I CEP Letter Responses



United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

Ecological Services
222 S. Houston, Suite A
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74127

July 25, 2001

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers  #2-14-01-1-0946
Attn: David Combs, :

Chief Environmental Analysis and Compliance Section e

1645 South 101st East Avenue

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74128-4609

Dear Mr. Combs:

This responds to your letter dated July 10, 2001, wherein you requested the F ish and Wildlife Service
to review a list of federally-listed species that may occur in LeFlore and Latimer Counties for
accuracy and completeness and to provide any additional information regarding potential or known
presence, critical habitat, general habitat, descriptions, distribution, and status of these species. The
U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, Tulsa District (Corps) is requesting this review to assist in the
preparation of a Supplemental to the Final Environmental Statement (SFES) for the Operation and
Maintenance Program, Wister Lake, Poteau River, LeFlore and Latimer counties Oklahoma. The
SFES is being prepared to identify and evaluate the environmental, cultural, social, and economic
impacts of maintaining the pool level at 478.0 feet ( No Action Alternative) or lowering the pool to
the original level of 471.6 feet (Action Alternative).

The Service has reviewed the species list attached to your letter and found it to be accurate. For
additional information regarding critical habitat, general habitat, descriptions, distribution, and status
of these species, please visit our website at http //ifw2es.fws.gov/Oklahoma and select the link for T
& E Species of Oklahoma.

Two federally-listed species with the potential to occur at Wister Lake are the endangered American
burying beetle and the threatened bald eagle. It is incumbent upon the Corps to determine if the
project will adversely affect these species. If the project is determined to adversely affect these
species, then formal consultation under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act will be required.

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact Richard Stark of this
office at 918-581-7458, extension 240.

Sincerely,

Jerry J. Brabander
Field Supervisor

RCS:ag:FA/SpListWister2.COE



Combs, David L SWT

From: Keenig, Paul [PDKOENlG@dwrb.siate.ok.us]
Sent: ' Thursday, August 02, 2001 10:16 AM

To: 'David.|.combs@usace.army.mif’

Subject: : SFES for Wister Lake

David,

Your letter to Mike Mathis
Environmental Statement (S
Wister Lake, Poteau River,
wantaed me to think about i
opinion and a request.

IDEAS

I'm sure you have a standa
two specific (WQ and water
consider.

1 - Figuring out relative
both alternatives., This w
less suspension of sedimen
inlake suspension seesm to
which alternative results
a WQ perspective.

2 - As a note lake turbidi
straight following the 478
methods have been stable £
examine the WQ data set an
to determine relation ship
{suspended solids, turbidi
economic impacts of a clea

CPINION
I have been a proponent of
of view Wister Lake should
whatever the specific eley
stable littoral community
elevations work to preclud
Bush and Marsh Mallow) to
diversity in species and h
ecosystem.

REQUEST

Whatever the cutcome of thHe SFES pleas

concerted effort to establ
lLake. The PVIA submitted
Perhaps this SFES has put

elevation that may change).

conservation pool elevatic
problems washing into it g
solutions for the resident
Take em or leave em, the a
whatever noun you choose)

yall not examine the watey treatment versus wg,

regarding the Supplement to the Final :

FES) for the Operation and Maintenance Program,
Oklahoma ended up on my desk so I figured somecne
4. ‘I do have a three of items to share; ide%s, an

|

d way of completing this requirement but here are
supply) considerations you might want to

nd absolute lake area 3 foot deep or less for
hald suggest which alternative would result in

+ (clay particulates) from these shallow flats.
be a problem with this reservolr. Determining
in less suspension sediments would be useful from

ty was in the 150-250 range for about 6§ months
year-round conservation pocl. PVIA treament

or the last S-6 years. It is now possible to

i water treatment records over the last 4-5 years
between the cost per unit volume and WQ

ty, etc.). This could be useful in assessing

n or dirty reservoir.

this for quite a while: From an ecological point
be at one conservation pool elevation year round,
ation. This allows the highest probability for a
to become established. Multiple conservation pcol
e all but the hardiest aquatic plants (like Button
hecome established. This narrow community {(low
abitats) provides little benefit for the

e include the recommendation for a

ish a native aquatic plant community within Wister
an 1135 request last year for such an action.

it on the back burner (why work on a pool

it loks like whatever the outcome a stable

n will be the outcome. This lake has enocugh

hact we should do evrythging possible to implement
problems.

bove are some thoughts that are the fruit (or

from working on that lake for a while. Should
I would like to perform that

evaluation with the next round of Wister meney.

Best Wishes,

paul




September 5, 2001

Mr. David L. Combs
Environmental Analysis and Compliance Branch
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Tulsa District
1645 South 101 East Avenue
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74128-4629

Dear Mr. Combs,

This letter is in reference to the Supplemental to the Final Environmental (SFES) for the
Operation and Maintenance Program, Wister Lake, Poteau River, Oklahoma.

Being the Wister Lake and Poteau River is out side the boundaries of the Muscogee
(Creek) Nation, you do not have to notify this office.

Sincerely,

Joyce A Bear, HPO
Cultural Preservation Office
Muscogee (Creek) Nation

ok Nition Tiibad Complecs - Highway 75 % Loop 56 - P U Bow 520 - hrmatyes, Oblahoma 74447 - 9781756-8700 - Fow 97817562977



HIWCU widlTo a a LAl L
LJ:) UA Department of Resources 100 USDA Suite 206
—/ Agriculture Conservation Stillwater, OK "74074-2655
Service (405) 742-1223

July 26, 2001

Mr. David L. Combs

Chief, Environmental Analysis and Compliance Branch
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Tulsa District

1645 S. 101 E. Avenue

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74128-4629

Dear Mr. Combs:

Regarding your letter of July 11, 2001, for the Supplement to the Final Environmental
Statement for the Operation and Maintenance Program of Wister Lake, Poteau River,
Oklahoma, I would like more detailed information on the Corps’ proposed action so
that I can make informed, substantive comments. Specifically, I am curious as to the
feasibility of lowering a water supply reservoir 6.4 feet, particularly when NRCS was
recently contacted regarding building a new water supply lake near Wister Lake. If
there is a shortage of municipal water, why decrease current storage at Wister Lake? -

Also, the proposed action would seem to significantly impact wetlands and fish and
wildlife habitat, and could have an impact on shoreline cultural resources. I would
appreciate receiving a copy of the draft Supplement and Environmental Assessment on
this project as soon as it is available. Should you have any questions or wish to discuss
this matter further, please contact Bob Tillman at (405) 742-1223.

Sincerely,

gL,

M. DARREL DOMINICK
State Conservationist

ce:
Roylene Rides At The Door-Waln, ASTC (FO), NRCS, Stillwater, OK
Kenneth Risenhoover, District Conservationist, NRCS, Poteau, OK
Bill Porter, ASTC (ER/IT), NRCS, Stillwater, OK

The Natural Resources Conservation Service works hand-in-hand with AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
the American people to conserve natural resources on private lands.



POTEAU VALLEY IMPROVEMENT AUTHORITY

Phone (918) 655-7500 Route 3, Box 110 ' Fax (918) 655-7502
WISTER, OKLAHOMA 74966-9504

July 19, 2001

Corps of Engineers - Tulsa District o
Attn: David L. Combs

1645 South 101 East Avenue

Tulsa, OK 74128-4629

RE:  Supplement to Final Environmental Statement
Wister Lake

Dear Mr. Combs:

Poteau Valley Improvement Authority is a public trust created by the Board of County
Commissioners, serving approximately 40,000 people with potable water in this county. Our
source of water is Lake Wister.

The quality of water has been greatly improved by increasing the pool level to 478
feet above sea level.

- There are various efforts to stabilized the shoreline at this pool level and improve the
quality of water flowing into the lake. ﬂp

The Board of Trustees feels very strongly that the pool should be maintained at the
478 feet elevation and it is hoped that the final environmental statement would reflect our
recommendation in this regard.

Respectfully,

b s ol

KEN HAMMOND, Chairman
Poteau Valley Improvement Authority

An Equal Opportunity Employer



Oklalioma State Senate

CHAIRMAN
LARRY DICKERSON APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE

DISTHICT4 ON GENERAL GOVERNMENT

2300 N. LINCOLN & TRANSPORTATION

ROOM 522-STATE CAPITOL

OKLAHOWMA CITY, OK 73103-4508 COMMITTEES:

PHOME (405} 524-0128 APPROPHIATIONS
LAW OFFICE JUDICIARY
P.O. BOX 400 ENERGY, ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES

& REGULATCORY AFFAIRS
RULES
GENERAL GOVERNMENT

POTEAU, OK 74953
PHONE (918) 647-8606

August 9, 2001

Mr. David L. Combs, Chiefl

Environmental Analysis and Compliance Branch
Department of the Army

U.S. Army, Corps of Engineers, Tulsa District
1645 South 101™ East Avenue

Tulsa, OK 74128-4609

Dear Mr. Combs:

I understand that the Army Corps of Engineers is preparing an SFES for the Operation and
Maintcnance Program, Wister Lake, Poteau River, Oklahoma, to determinc the impact of
maintaining the pool level at 478.0 feet or lowering the pool to the original level of 471.6 fect.

By federal legislation, sponsored by U.S. Senator Don Nickles and our Congressman Wes
Watkins, the present level of 478.0 feet was established to have sufficient water to supply the
residential, commercml and industrial needs of LeFlore, Latimer and Haskell counties.

It would be devastating to this area of the state if the water leavel is lowered from 478.0 feet, and
in fact, the water level should be increased another four feet to accommodate our critical water
needs. For many vears, Representative Jim Hamilton, myself and our predecessors in the House
and Senate, worked with our Congressional delegation to get the level raised. I recognize that in
1938, when the lake was originally planned and constructed, it was done so for the purpose of
flood control. Ilowever, it is now the primary water source for 50,000 citizens. To lower this
level would have a negative impact on these people. I believe the Corp should request Congress
to allow them to raise the lake level and not lower it.

Sincerely,
Lairy Dickerson

State Senator

Cc: Senator Don Nickles
Congressman Wes Watkins



COMMITTEES

Tourism & Recreation - Chainrman

Democrat Caucus Secretary

Revenue & Taxation

St = Agriculture & Rural Development

P.O. Box 206 Transportation - Safety
Howe, OK 74240 : Appropriation & Budgat

(918) 658-3811 Sbeommitey

= Public Safety & Transportation
House of Mepresentatifes

KENNETH CORN
District 3

August 8, 2001

David Steele, P.E.
U.S. Army Corp of Engmneers
1645-S 101* East Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74128

Dear Mr. Steele:

I appreciate your recent letter regarding the study of the evaluation of the pool level on Wister
Lake. Asyou know, Wister Lake serves as a major economic, social, and envirommental resource
for Leflore County. The benefit of the current lake level has been a great asset to the county.
Wister Lake is the major source of drinking water for the 50,000 people hving within this
county’s borders.

I believe that the reduction of the pool level would have a devastating impact on the tuture and
present needs of Leflore County. Water is one of the most valuable resources for Oklahoma. The
reduction of the evaluation would have a tremendous negative impact on the ability to supply

_drinking water to our residents and to our industries. I hope the Corps of Engineers will take this
into consideration.

Respecttully,

.
e

State Representative

KCr/sv

2300 North Lincoln Boulevard « Oklahoma City, OK 73105 » (405) 557-7413
Not Printed at Taxpayer'a Expensae
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Mr. David L. Combs
_ Environmental Analysis and Compliance Branch o s e
oUS, Army Corps ofEngmeerb ‘Tulsa Bisthiets =0 i a0 e

. 1645'S. 101" Rast Ave.

mmbMEseEy - . L s
 Dear Mr. Combs,

Thank you for your letter regarding the proposed project. ' We are not aware at this ume
of any cutturally sensitive or sacred sites ifi 6 near the area outlined for the operationand - -
_maintenance program on Wister Lake in LeFlore and Latimer counties, Oklahoma. ‘However;
please:understand this project could lead tothe uncovering of such sites. We would then expeét -
‘any inadvertent discoveries be brought to our attention immediately and all construction cease .
~according to applicable federal laws. We would also like to receive-a copy of the final assessment
and look forwa-rd to W'(Jrking with you as this project deveiops. : o s

L= Yeur sensmwty to tthc issues is appreciated. If you have any questions please contact
: 'Mrs ‘Rena Duncan dzrec,tor of wlturalresources at (530)3?2 8685 S e

efterson Keel, Lt. Governer e e = =
“The Chickasaw Nation .- e




